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Holiday Issue

As Arkansans return from
around the globe to enjoy the
@ scason with loved ones, the State
Capitol glistens with garland and
00 lights to welcome them “Home
9 for the Holidays.”

Festivities officially began
December 1 with the arrival of the
rotunda holiday tree provided by
the Arkansas Forestry
Commission. The 27-foot-tall
00 Eastern Red Cedar is adorned
@ vih7s hand-painted ornaments
representing each of the state’s
counties. The tree will remain on
display in the second floor
rotunda throughout December.

The State Capitol and grounds
were illuminated in more than
123,000 white lights during the
traditional lighting ceremony on
December 4. Secretary of State
Charlie Daniels hosted thousands
of onlookers who gathered at the
capitol grounds for Little Rock’s
Big Jingle Jubilee Holiday Parade.
Sharing in the spirit of the season,
the young and the young-at-heart
enjoyed crafting holiday
ornaments to take home and
sampling cookies and hot cider to
chase away the evening chill.

Keeping with the "Home for
the Holidays" theme, Secretary
Daniels invited as his special

guests Arkansans who have N
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@° Arkansas Comes “Home for the Holidays”

served on active duty in Iraq.
More than 100 service members
and their families attended.
Daniels honored them for their
courage and paid tribute to the
men and women who remained

deployed.

Emceed by KARK personalities
Ernie Paulson and Barbara
Roberts, the lighting ceremony
featured music of the season
performed by the Piece of the
Rock and Top of the Rock
choruses. Alex Roberts, Willie
Morris and Michael Peters —
representing the Easter Seal Society
of Arkansas — helped throw the
switch that illuminated the Capitol
dome and grounds and kicked off
the grand fireworks display.

News & Updates from Your State Capitol during the Holiday Season
By Arkansas Secretary of State Charlie Daniels
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Greetings of the season,
Arkansas! The garlands are
in place, music fills the halls
and lights brighten up the
dome — its a beautiful time
10 be at the State Capitol.

1t such an honor to

continue the holiday
tradition that comes with
the Secretary of States
office. I must give a nod to
Jformer Secretary of State
C.G. “Crip” Hall for
envisioning this gift to the
people of Arkansas.
Thousands attended our
lighting ceremony and
continue to visit the Capitol
throughout the season ro
enjoy the holiday
trimmings. It is certainly
amazing to see how the
building is transformed in

| just a short time.

We worked especially
hard this year to prepare
the building in time for the
December 4 lighting
ceremony. Construction
crews completed their
restoration of the grand
promenade in late
November, giving us just a
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